
What's in the teacher guide?

Each grade has twenty-four lessons.  Each lesson 
has a procedure overview followed by a teacher 
background and a procedure in detail.  After a 
description of four assessment options, a resource 
section suggests curriculum integrations.

The four assessment options for every lesson 
include: quick and simple, pencil and paper, a 
challenge for capable students, and an individual 
assessment for struggling students.  

What's on the teacher DVD?

•  pdf files of student essays to print in color 
or blackline if a student text is not purchased.  
There are three versions:  struggling, grade-level, 
or advanced readers.  The struggling reader and 
grade-level essays have been translated into 
Spanish; 
 
•  audio recordings of all five versions of the 
student essay;

•  simple video recordings of many activities;

•  student worksheets in pdf and Word™;

•  powerpoint presentations from most lessons;

•  movies of the many of the power point 
presentations.

Simply Science
• meets all State of Oregon 2009 standards

• teacher friendly guide with support DVD

• student text with 2 reading levels in
      English (Lexiled) and Spanish

• simple, fun experiments using materials 
      from generous supply kits

• training available

• inquiry and engineering activities

• very reasonably priced 

How does it meet ALL the standards?

Kindergarten students gather evidence about 
the sun and sky while growing plants; compare 
living and non-living things, and plants and animals 
in a butterfly study; examine how people, animals, 
and toys move.

First grade students compare and contrast 
physical properties of materials and apply these 
skills to rocks; compare and contrast plants and 
animals and describe the needs of living things in a 
study of amphibians and reptiles; describe motion 
by rolling toys down a ramp.

Second grade students study the sun and moon 
and record daily and seasonal temperatures; they 
compare and contrast plants and animals and 
learn about life cycles in a bird study; they compare 
and contrast how objects respond to magnets.
  
Third grade students learn about the states of 
matter and describe seasonal precipitation and 
temperature; they compare and contrast life cycles 
of arthropods; they describe how forces cause 
changes in an object’s position, motion, or speed.

Fourth grade students study rocks and fossils 
and then compare and contrast changes on the 
surface of the Earth; they learn about how killer 
whales interact with their environment; they 
study how materials absorb, reflect, or conduct 
light, heat, sound, and electricity.

Fifth grade students explain how the energy from 
the sun affects Earth’s weather and climate;  
they explain the interdependence of plants, 
animals, and environment; they learn to describe 
how friction, gravity, and magnets affect objects.
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What does it cost?

A kit containing the teacher guide, DVD, and 
materials for 180 students costs $750.00.

A student text in full color with two reading levels 
and both English and Spanish can be purchased 
for students in grades one through five for 
$41.00-$45.00.

Who wrote Simply Science?

Barbara Bannister has spent more than thirty 
years working with students, in self-contained 
classrooms, as a science specialist, and as a TAG 
specialist.

She has received recognition at both the state 
and national level for her work with students and 
colleagues, including the Presidential Award for 
Excellence in Math and Science Teaching.

She invited a team of teachers, both new to 
the profession and veterans, to help create the 
program.  With input from the team, a program 
was developed that is both versatile and 
comprehensive.
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What's in the student text?

Our student text has a unique 
"flip" feature.  Open the book to see 
colorful images that illustrate text 
written for grade-level readers.  One-quarter 
of the way into the book, the page number is one 
and the images seem to be repeated.  This text is 
for stuggling readers.  

Close and flip the book.  Open to find that page 
one is for grade-level readers of Spanish.  One-
quarter of the way into the book, when the images 
seem to repeat, it's for struggling readers of 
Spanish.  

It's four versions of the student text in one book!  
No need to order and stock extra books to be 
ready for students.  No matter who walks into 
the classroom, you'll be ready!

Students who struggle with reading start at 
their level and then reread the text at a more 
complex reading level.  Students might read the 
text in Spanish and then in English.  

An essay for capable readers can be printed from 
the teacher DVD.

What kind of implementation support 
is provided?

Training is provided by the author or one of her 
very capable associates.  Inservice that focuses 
on doing hands-on science move quickly and 
teachers leave looking forward to sharing science 
with their students.

Teachers can also visit simplyscience.com for 
suggestions for teachers, students, and parents.

What's in the materials kit? 

The teacher guide, DVD, and materials needed 
for 180 students (six years x 30 students in 
a classroom) fit in one box.  We minimized the 
amount of material that teachers need to gather 
to make teaching science easier. Stored in plastic 
tubs and zip bags with detailed labels makes 
managing science materials convenient and easy. 


